
“The welfare of a nation can 

scarcely be inferred from a 

measurement of national income 

as defined by GDP…Goals for 

‘more’ growth should specify of 

what and for what.”

Simon Kuznets



a country’s gross domestic product (GDP) measures 
“everything except that which makes life worthwhile”. 
Robert F. Kennedy 1968
.





Indicator Units
Indic

ators
Explanation

Area 

coverage
Time

Genuine Progress 

Indicator (GPI)
$ 26

Personal Consumption Expenditures weighted by income distribution, with volunteer and 

household work added and environmental and social costs subtracted.  

17 countries 

+ regions

1950-

present

Genuine Savings $ 5
Level of saving after depreciation of produced capital; investments in human capital; depletion 

of minerals/energy/forests; and damages from air pollutants are accounted for

140 

countries
1970-2008

Inclusive Wealth $ 8 Asset wealth including, built, human, and natural resources 20 countries 1990-2008

Australian Unity Well-

Being Index
Index # 14 Annual survey of various aspects of well-being and quality of life Australia

2001-

present

World Values Survey Index # 100's Periodic (5 so far) survey of a broad range of social, environmental, and economic variables 73 countries 1981-2008

Gallup-Healthways 

Well-Being Index
Index # 39

Annual survey in six domains: live evaluation, physical health, emotional health, healthy 

behavior, work environment, and basic assets

50 states in 

US

2008-

present

Gross National 

Happiness
Index # 33

In-person survey in nine domains: psychological well-being, standard of living, governance, 

health, education, community vitality, cultural diversity, time use, ecological diversity 
Bhutan 2010

Human Development 

Index (HDI)
Index # 4 Index of GDP/person, spending on health and education, and life expectancy

177 

countries

1980-

present

Happy Planet Index Index # 3 HPI = subjective well being * life expectancy / ecological footprint
153 

countries
3 yrs

Canadian Index of 

Well-Being
Index # 80

Includes community vitality, democratic engagement, education, environment, population, 

leisure, living standards, and time use
Canada

1994-

present

National Well-Being 

Index
Index # 5

proxies for built, human, natural and social capital with weights based on regression with 

subjective well-being
56 countries 1 yr

OECD Better Life 

Index
Index # 25

Includes housing, income, jobs community education, environment, civic engagement, health, 

life satisfaction, saftey, and work-life balance

36 OECD 

countries
1 yr

Well-Being of Nations Index # 63 63 indicators in 20 domains weighted and ranked
180 

countries
1990-2000

Sustainable Society 150 



Top 30



http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/





	

GPI /capita for the 17 countries for which it has been estimated
From: Kubiszewski, Costanza et al. 2013. Beyond GDP: Measuring and Achieving Global Genuine 

Progress. Ecological Economics 93:57-68



	

From: Kubiszewski, Costanza et al. 2013. Beyond 

GDP: Measuring and Achieving Global Genuine 
Progress. Ecological Economics 93:57-68 

Economic growth Un-Economic growth



www.dnr.maryland.gov/mdgpi/





UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD: 

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
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Costanza, R., L. Daly, L. Fioramonti, E. Giovannini, I. Kubiszewski, L. F. Mortensen, K. Pickett, K. V. Ragnarsdóttir, R. de 

Vogli, and R. Wilkinson. 2016. Modelling and measuring sustainable wellbeing in connection with the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals. Ecological Economics. 130:350–355.

Overarching Goal:
A prosperous, high quality of life that is 

equitably shared and sustainable

Natural 

Capital/Ecosyste

m Services

Sustainable Scale: 

Staying within planetary 

boundaries

Social 

Capital/Commun

ity

(Surveys)

Fair Distribution: 

Protecting capabilities for 

flourishing

Net Economic 

Contribution 

(GPI  2.0) 

Efficient Allocation: 

Building a living economy

6.
Water & 

sanitation 

for all 13.  
Urgent 

action on 

climate 

change

15.
Conserve  

terrestrial 

ecosystems

1.
End 

poverty 

for all
2.
End 

hunger 

for all

3.
Ensure 

healthy 

lives for 

all 4.
Ensure 

equitable 

quality 

education 

for all

5.
Achieve 

gender 

equality

10.   
Reduce 

inequality 

within and 

among 

countries

14.  
Conserve  

marine 

ecosystems

16.
Promote 

justice and 

accountable 

institutions 17.   
Strengthen 

global 

partnerships

7.
Ensure 

access to 

sustainable 

energy 8.
Promote 

inclusive 

economic 

prosperity

9.
Build resilient 

infrastructure

11.
Build 

resilient 

and 

sustainable 

cities

12.
Ensure 

sustainable 

consumption 

patterns

167 Targets, 300+ Indicators
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Focus on GDP growth

Focus on Well-being

Fortress World Great Transition

Policy Reform


