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Climate Impacts: 

The link between water and health 
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The relationship between water 

and health is a shared valueu



Water filters in 2021
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The relationship between water 

and health is a shared 

vulnerability
v



“Progress on Goal 6 is alarmingly off track”

2.2 billion people around 

the world still lack clean 

drinking water

Climate change will 

derail this further
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Clean water access is not equal
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‘A female Aboriginal elder on one of the communities said to 

me … 

‘How can we wash hands when we don't have hand basins 

that work and we don't have showers that work and we don't 

have the infrastructure?’ …. You can have all these great 

programs and all these great ads on TV, but if you don't have 

the basic infrastructure enabling those people to wash their 

hands, then all you're doing is just basically offending them’ 

(Indigenous organisation #1).

Hall, N.L., 2019. Challenges of WASH in remote Australian Indigenous communities. Journal of 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for Development, 9(3), pp.429-437.
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High disease burden due to unclean 

water in remote communities 
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Floods can amplify health risks
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Day 0 in 

Brisbane 

following 

the 2013 

floods
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Floods can amplify health risks

Floods can result in high 

levels of bacteria and other 

pathogens being flushed
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Floods after fires can  

impact drinking 

water
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Mogo creek, December 

2020 
Photo credit: Dr Erin Walsh

Over 50% of all boil water notices for drinking water issued in 

New South Wales between 2013 and 2020 were recorded in 2020 

following the fires 
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The relationship between water 

and health is a shared 

responsibility
w



Hydropanels
Portable water 

filtration
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Closing thoughts…

To develop systems that are resilient and 

sustainable in the long term, health as 

defined by the impacted communities 

need to be at the heart of our solutions 
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Thank you


