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Acknowledgement of Country

In the spirit of reconciliation NEMA acknowledges the Traditional 

Custodians of Country throughout Australia and their connections to 

land, sea and the community. We pay our respects to their Elders past 

and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples today.
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Our operating environment

A time of complex, cascading and concurrent events:

• 900mm of rain 24-hours after TC Jasper in Queensland

• 620,000 business and homes with no power in Victoria

• 2000km detours for supply routes in Western Australia

• $1 billion in 2018-19 to $6.5 billion in 2022-23

• around 87% to recovery and 13% to risk reduction

• insured losses of nearly $20 billion from around 1 
million claims between 2019-20 – 2023-24*

• disasters cost Australia around $38 billion annually

• this is estimated to reach at least $73 billion by 2060*

44 Disasters since 
October 2023

188
Australian Local 
Government 
Areas impacted

$6.5
Billion on Cth 
administered 
disaster funding 
for 2022-23

Source: Insurance Council of Australia Historical 
Catastrophe List as at June 2024 
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Compounding costs of disasters
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Reconnecting people, rebuilding livelihoods

Built Social Natural Economic

Between 2018-19 and 2022-23 the majority (around 87%) of Commonwealth disaster expenditure targeted the recovery phase of the continuum. 

From a domain perspective, a large proportion of current funding is weighted toward the built and economic domains.

ANU Disaster Solutions Update 2024
Source: NEMA 2023d, NEMA 2023e and Deloitte 2024. Notes: (1) Chart presents Other Administered Funding (Category 1 and Category 2a Disaster Resilience 
Funding Programs), and DRFA Funding. (2) Category 1 refers to Commonwealth spend where the primary purpose of the activity is to address disaster resilience, 
while Category 2a spending is associated with an activity that was not initially established in response to a specific natural disaster r isk, however, it has since been 
extended towards disaster resilience and the funding amount attr ibutable to disasters can be quantified. (3) DRFA funding is based on the time of expenditure.

$15.8bn 100%
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• we know the impact and scale of 

disasters are increasing globally

• for every $1 invested in resilience we 

get around $9.60 return on investment

• that’s why we are focussed on delivering 
the Second National Action Plan

• we are working towards the 4 priorities 

from the Second National Action Plan

Shifting focus: Delivering the Second National Action Plan

ANU Disaster Solutions Update 2024
Source: Deloitte Access Economics (2021), Special report: Update to 
the economic costs of natural disasters in Australia, Australian Business 
Roundtable for Disaster Resilience & Safer Communities

National 

Disaster Risk 

Reduction 

Framework

Second National 

Action Plan

3-5 years

All of society

Drive and align 

national actions

Understand 

disaster risk

Accountable 

decisions

Enhanced 

investment

Governance, 

ownership and 
responsibility

Ambitious national actions provide authorising environment and drive collective action towards 

achieving outcomes 

Outcomes developed through synthesis of consultation, global best practice and outcomes of 

Australia’s Mid-term Review
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The myth of 97 and 3

*~$50m represents the National Disaster  Resilience Program in 2011

Total 
$4.342bn 

NEMA Administere
d

P
ro

g
ra

m
s

D
R

FA
Programs

Disaster Ready Fund 

($1bn)

Emergency Response Fund 

($450m)

Protecting our 

Communities ($34m)

N. QLD Recovery & 

Resilience Package 

($91.8m)

N. QLD Strata Title 

Resilience Program 

($40m)

Northern Rivers 

Resilience Initiative 

($11.4m)

Preparing Aus. 

Communities Local 

($150m)

Resilient Kids Program (Northern 

Rivers) ($10m)

QLD | Resilient Homes Fund ($741m)

QLD | Betterment Packages ($434m)

NSW | Resilient Homes Program ($700m)

NSW | Betterment Packages ($544.5m)

SA | Betterment Packages ($25m)

Vic | Betterment Packages ($9.4m)

WA | Betterment Packages ($108m)

NEMA Administered Programs | Total: ~$1.78bn 

DRFA Programs | Total: $2.562bn
 $1.28bn Commonwealth contribution

 $1.28bn State and Territory contribution

Total ~$50m*

In 2011, one 

program under 

management 

Since 2011 this has grown significantly…

ANU Disaster Solutions Update 2024
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Disaster Declarations since 2006
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